and animals. One member of the Oomycota has greatly influenced history, namely Phytophthora infestans, the cause of late blight of potatoes. As a result of the famine in Ireland caused by this disease, about 1 million people died and another 1.5 million emigrated (Alexopoulos, et al. 1997) . A number of other diseases are caused by species of Phytophthora including sudden oak death and ramorum blight caused by P. ramorum, and cacao black pod caused by P. megakarya. Other members of the group include species in the genus Pythium, such as Pythium aphanidermatum, cause of cottony blight of turf grasses, and downy mildews in the Peronosporales such as Peronospora tabacina, tobacco blue mold, Plasmopara viticola, downy mildew of grape, and P. halstedii, cause of sunflower downy mildew, and many others. Finally, a group traditionally placed in the oomycetes is the Saprolegniales or water moulds that cause diseases of fish and other aquatic vertebrates.
Characteristics of the Oomycota. The Oomycota have long been considered fungi because they obtain their nutrients via absorption and many of them produce the filamentous threads known as mycelium characteristic of many fungi. The Oomycota now are classified as a distinct group allied with the lower fungi based on a number of unique characteristics (Table 1 ). All members of the Oomycota undergo oogamous reproduction, meaning diploid oospores are produced as zygotes following fertilization of haploid oospheres by haploid gametes. These oospores may be large and solitary or smaller and numerous inside the oogonium (Fig. 1) . None of the true Fungi produce oospores. Another distinction is the cell wall composition. In the Oomycota, the cell walls are composed of beta glucans and cellulose rather than chitin as in the true Fungi. In addition the Oomycota produce motile zoospores with two kinds of flagella, one of which is a whiplash flagellum oriented posteriorly while the other has a fibrous, ciliated structure and is oriented anteriorly. The occurrence of two kinds of flagella is referred to as being heterokont. Although some true Fungi, namely the Chytridiomycota, produce stages with motile zoospores, their flagella are only of one kind, the posterior whiplash type. A fourth major difference between the Oomycota and the true Fungi is that, in the Oomycota, the vegetative cells generally consist of hyphae without septa called coenocytic hyphae that contain diploid nuclei, i.e. the organism exists primarily in a diploid state. This is unlike the true Fungi in which most of the mycelium is septate and contains haploid nuclei or cells may be dikaryotic with two or more haploid nuclei. Some members of the Oomycota produce unicellular thalli, as do some kinds of true Fungi. With the development of the transmission electron microscope (TEM) in the late '70s, differences in ultrastructural characteristics were noted between the Oomycota and true Fungi. Some of these include having mitochondria with tubular cristae and protoplasmic-and nuclear-associated microtubules in the Oomycota while the true Fungi have flattened mitochondrial cristae. As more groups of organisms were examined using the TEM a relationship was hypothesized between the Oomycota and the heterokont algae (Table 1) . This was the first modern evidence that the Oomycota should be regarded as "colorless" algae rather than true Fungi. Interestingly, as noted in Alexopoulos et al., 1997 , about 150 years ago Pringsheim (1858 suggested, in reference to the Saprolegniales [water moulds], that the oomycetes "were allied with certain algae."
Relationships of the Oomycota based on Molecular Results. As new tools for determining phylogenetic relationships were developed, especially those using molecular sequence data, they have been applied to questions such as whether the Oomycota are more closely related to the heterokont algae or the true Fungi.
Determining relationships using DNA sequence data is based on comparing sequence similarities in gene regions such as small or large subunits of the nuclear ribosomal DNA. Each base pair is regarded as a character and the sequence of base pairs is aligned such that analogous characters are compared. Mathematical algorithms running on powerful computers are used to analyze changes among the thousands of base pairs of gene regions. By determining how many changes have occurred between different groups of organisms, it is possible to estimate relative distance among groups and to develop an evolutionary tree that reflects those relationships.
Results from a number of studies using molecular sequence data combined with the ultrastructural similarities confirm unequivocally that the Oomycota share a common ancestor with the other members of the heterokont algae or Chromista. In addition to the Oomycota, two smaller groups, the Hyphochytridiomycota and Labyrinthulomycota appear to be most closely related to the Chromista. The Chromista include several kinds of algae, namely the Phaeophyta or brown algae, Xanthophyta or yellow-green algae, Chrysophyta or golden algae, and Bacillariophyta or diatoms as well as several smaller groups. The heterokont algae are distinctive among the algae in having the same two kinds of flagella as occur in the Oomycota, tubular mitochondrial cristae and other ultrastructural similarities. The photosynthetic members of the Chromista possess chlorophyll c and other pigments that are not found in any other group. Some controversy still remains about exactly what to call this group of organisms. Most authors refer to the kingdom Chromista, phylum Heterokonta, while others place them in the kingdom Straminopila (Patterson & Sogin, 1992) . True Fungi or Eumycota. The true Fungi or Eumycota are now restricted to five major groups, each of which is regarded as a phylum in the Kingdom Fungi. One of these groups is the Chytridiomycota or chytrids. In some ways the chytrids are similar to the Saprolegniales in the Oomycota in that they are regarded as water moulds. They attack small-celled organisms and debris in aquatic environments. Another group of true Fungi is the Zygomycota or zygomycetes that include the bread moulds, Mucorales. The arbuscular mycorrhizae were once regarded as part of the Zygomycota because they produce what appear to be zygospores. Molecular data have shown that these root-associated fungi are quite distinct and should be regarded as their own phylum, the Glomeromycota. These fungi are ancient in origin known from the fossil record to be associated with primitive land plants from the Devonian (Remy et al., 1994) . The largest and most well known of the true Fungi are the Ascomycota or ascomycetes and the Basidiomycota or basidiomycetes. The Ascomycota include most of the lichenized fungi, yeast fungi, morels, cup fungi, and many kinds of microfungi such as pyrenomycetes and their asexual states, also referred to as mitotic or anamorphic states. In the past these have been variously referred to as asexual fungi, deuteromycetes or fungi imperfecti. These asexually reproducing ascomycetes include the hyphomycetes and coelomycetes many of which can now be placed among their relatives in the Ascomycota. The Basidiomycota or basidiomycetes include the rust and smut fungi most of which are obligate plant pathogens. Mushrooms, gasteromycetes, jelly fungi and polypores are also members of the Basidiomycota. A recent noteworthy discovery is that the true Fungi are more closely related to animals than to plants (Baldauf & Palmer, 1993; Wainright et al., 1993) , thus explaining why it is so difficult to develop antibiotics that are effective against human fungal pathogens without deleterious effects on the humans
The Remaining non-Fungi. A few other groups of organisms previously regarded as fungi are now known to belong outside the true Fungi. The Plasmodiophoromycota including Plasmodiophora brassicae, cause of cabbage club root, have proven difficult to place in the tree of life but they are not related to the true Fungi. Some evidence suggests that they too share a common ancestor with the Chromista but this is not conclusive. For some years it has been known that the Myxomycota or true slime molds, Dictysteliomycota or dictystelid cellular slime molds and Acrasiomycota or acrasid cellular slime molds are not related to the true Fungi. Recent studies suggest that the Myxomycota represent an independent evolutionary lineage that diverged prior to the "crown" groups of organisms that includes the Fungi, Animalia, Plantae, Chromista and Alveolates (Rhodophyta).
Conclusion. Most mycologists have not abandoned the study of the Oomycota and still define the organisms they study "as eukaryotic heterotrophic osmotrophs in which assimilation takes place through a cell wall" (Dick, 1997) . Adaptions of these organisms to obtaining their nutrients by absorption has resulted in considerable morphological convergence among them as exemplified by the similarity of the oomycetous white rusts to the uredinia of the some true rust Fungi. Understanding the evolutionary relationships among these groups of organisms contributes greatly to our ability to develop strategies to control the diseases these organisms cause. 
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MSA BUSINESS MSA BUSINESS Dear colleagues,
The "Deep Hypha" issue of Mycologia should be in your hands soon! Congratulations to the editors and all the authors for creating this seminal compilation on fungal phylogeny.
Plans for our meeting at LSU (5-9 August; foray on 4 August) are developing well thanks to the hard work of Gerry Adams, the other members of the Program Committee, and Meredith Blackwell (Local Arrangements). Great ideas for symposia are coming from council members, MSA committees, and others. However, it is not too late for your input -so send your ideas to Gerry. The 2007 MSA Meeting is going to be a terrific venue to learn and interact with old friends and new colleagues. I hope that you are planning to participate in what should be an outstanding conference.
As has been amply documented, we live in a global society -the economy, world events, music, food, and sports, even MYCOLOGY. At last count, MSA's membership included scientists and students from over 40 countries! Over the past couple of years, we've had joint meetings with the British Mycological Association (Asilomar) and Japanese Mycological Society (Hilo), and we are hoping to attract a large contingent of mycologists from Latin America at this year's meeting. The MSA has also played important roles in helping sponsor activities at International Mycological Congresses. However, we need to continue to enhance our programs so that we attract and better serve international members as well as facilitate building mycological research and awareness throughout the world. New initiatives include investigating ways to facilitate participation by international members in our meetings and fostering better electronic communication through our website, special blast emails, and on-line publication of Inoculum. We are also increasing access to Mycologia by decreasing the time before making issues available to nonmembers via on-line journal stores and by participating in several international initiatives (AGORA, www.aginternetwork. org/en/about.php and Cyberliber, www. cybertruffle.org.uk/cyberliber/) which will make the content in Mycologia available to scientists in developing countries that can not afford subscriptions to MSA or to on-line journal stores like JSTOR. Please send your ideas on how we can increase our service to the international mycological community and increase their participation in MSA to our International Committee members, Joanne Taylor (Chair), Julieta Carranza, David Minter, and Omon Isikhuemhen.
Lastly, we are going totally electronic with this issue of Inoculum. Paper copies are available for people who do not have email; all others will only receive the electronic version. There are a number of reasons for this change. First and foremost is that much of the data in Inoculum are time sensitive, so rapid communication is essential. Another reason is that the society will save a considerable amount of money that can be used for other initiatives by not paying for printing.
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Distinguished Mycologist Award Awarded annually to an individual who has established an outstanding mycological career. This is one of the highest awards bestowed by the MSA and marks a distinguished career. Nominees for the award will be evaluated on the basis of quality, originality, and quantity of their published research, and on the basis of service to the MSA or to the field of mycology in general.
Application Deadline: 15 th February
Requirements:
(1) The nominee must be a current member of MSA or eligible for emeritus membership.
(2) The nominee must have received his or her terminal degree at least twenty years prior to January 1 of the year in which the award is given. There is no requirement for a minimum age or impending or actual retirement. Honorary degrees shall not be considered in determining the time interval.
(3) An individual may receive the Distinguished Mycologist Award only once. (4) Self nomination is not allowed.
(5) Nominators must be members of the MSA.
(6) Nominees who are not chosen for the award in the year in which they are nominated will be reconsidered for up to two additional years. The Distinctions Committee Chairperson will request updates of the nominee's materials.
Documents required:
The nomination folder should contain:
(1) A nominating letter, including a detailed evaluation of the nominee's outstanding contributions to Mycology.
(2) A current curriculum vitae, including a list of the nominee's publications.
(3) Up to five additional letters of support.
To Apply: The nominator should a) prepare a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format, containing all of the items listed above and email it as an attachment; or b) prepare as much as possible electronically in one email with attachments followed by FAX or hard copy of the non-electronic portions; and send all to the Chair of the MSA Distinctions Committee.
Note: The Chair of the Distinctions Committee will appoint ad hoc committee members in place of committee members whose major professor may be nominated for the award. The committee may choose to make more than one award or no award in a given year, if it is appropriate. Presentation of the award, a plaque, will take place at the awards ceremony at the annual meeting of the MSA. The recipient will be notified in time to plan to attend the presentation. The name of the winner of the award will be published in Inoculum.
Alexopoulos Prize Awarded annually to an outstanding mycologist early in their career. The nominees will be evaluated primarily on the basis of quality, originality, and quantity of their published work.
Application deadline: 15 th February
Requirements:
(1) The nominee must be a current member of the MSA.
(2) Nominees must have received their last degree within the ten year period immediately preceding January 1st of the year in which the award is given.
(3) An individual may receive the Alexopoulos Award only once. (4) Self nomination is not allowed.
(5) Nominators must be members of the MSA. (6) Nominees who are not chosen for the prize in the year in which they are nominated will be reconsidered for up to two additional years (within the 10-year limit). The Distinctions Committee Chairperson will request updates of the nominee's materials.
Documents required:
(1) A nominating letter, including a detailed evaluation of the nominee's contributions to Mycology.
(3) Reprints of the nominee's 5 most significant papers. (4) Up to five additional letters of support.
Apply to: The nominator should a) prepare a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format, containing all of the items listed above and email it as an attachment; or b) prepare as much as possible electronically in one email with attachments followed by FAX or hard copy of the non-electronic portions; and send all to the Chair of the MSA Distinctions Committee. Reprints should be sent as separate attachments along with the pdf file or, if not available electronically, copies should be mailed separately to each of the five member of the Distinctions Committee.
Note:
The award consists of a plaque and a monetary award derived from the annual interest on the principle deposited in the MSA Alexopoulos Fund. The committee may choose to make no award in a given year, if it is appropriate. Presentation of the award will take place at the awards ceremony at the annual meeting of the MSA. The recipient will be notified in time to plan to attend the presentation. The name of the winner of the award will be published in Inoculum.
William H. Weston Award for Excellence in Teaching
Awarded annually to an outstanding teacher of mycology at the undergraduate and or graduate levels.
Application deadline: 15 th February
(2) An individual may receive the Weston Award only once.
(3) Self nomination is not allowed.
(4) Nominators must be members of the MSA.
(5) Nominees who are not chosen for the prize in the year in which they are nominated will be reconsidered for up to two additional years. The Distinctions Committee Chairperson will request updates of the nominee's materials.
Documents required:
(1) A current curriculum vitae, including lists of a) courses taught in mycology, plant pathology or related areas, b) publications related to the teaching of mycology, c) teaching seminars, symposia or workshops given by the nominee to either lay or academic groups and, d) memberships on national, regional, state or local committees, panels, etc., on teaching.
(2) A list of graduate students with thesis titles, degrees and dates, publications, and current addresses (where known), or explanation for the absence of such.
(3) A statement from the nominee on teaching philosophy, i.e., what the nominee personally believes it takes to make an excellent teacher, what the nominee is trying to accomplish in teaching mycology, and how various teaching techniques and strategies help to accomplish this goal.
(4) A list of previous awards or recognition for outstanding teaching.
(5) Evaluation of the nominee's teaching, including a) solicited and unsolicited letters from students and colleagues who have taken or audited the nominee's courses, or been supervised by the nominee, b) course evaluation forms (or numerical summaries thereof) and c) any other information documenting teaching excellence.
Apply to: The nominator should a) prepare a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format, containing all of the items listed above and email it as an attachment; or b) prepare as much as possible electronically in one email with attachments followed by FAX or hard copy of the non-electronic portions; and send all to the Chair of the MSA Distinctions Committee. If not available electronically, supplemental material should be mailed separately to each member of the Distinctions Committee Note: The committee may choose to make no award in a given year, if it is appropriate. Presentation of the award, a plaque, will take place at the awards ceremony at the annual meeting of the MSA. The recipient will be notified in time to plan to attend the presentation. The name of the winner of the award will be published in Inoculum.
MSA Fellows Nominations requested for the MSA Fellows Award.
Guidelines: 1) MSA Fellows are to be selected from members who have completed at least 11 years of service after their Ph.D., with no upper limit. 2) MSA Fellows are members who are outstanding mycologists on the basis of one or more criteria: a solid record of mycological research, and/or successful teaching and development of teaching materials for mycology, and/or significant service to the Society. This is meant to recognize a core group of mid-career mycological achievers and outstanding MSA volunteers.
Deadline: February 15 th
To nominate a deserving mycologist for this Award, please submit a one-page overview preferably as a pdf email attachment to the Chair of the Honorary Awards Committee. 
Honorary Members
MSA Graduate Fellowships
Graduate Fellowships: Two MSA Graduate Fellowships ($2,000 each), the Memorial NAMA Fellowship ($2,000), and the Backus Award ($1000) are awarded annually to promising graduate students in mycology. Applicants are evaluated on the basis of their scholastic merit, research ability and promise shown as a mycologist. These fellowships are intended as supplementary grants and may be used by the recipients in any way to further their graduate studies. They are awarded in addition to any fellowship or assistantship support from other sources.
Funds available: One award of $1000 and three awards of $2,000 each.
Application deadline: February 15 th
Requirements for eligibility: Applicants must be (1) student members of the MSA, (2) candidates for the Ph.D., (3) resident during the tenure of the fellowship in a university in Canada or the United States, and (4) The NAMA Fellowship comes with the stipulation that the awardee prepare an article for McIlvainea. Previous recipients of these fellowships are not eligible to apply. Documents required 1) A cover letter addressing your eligibility including a statement that you have passed your qualifying exams (comprehensive, oral, preliminary, or their equivalent). 2) A curriculum vitae that includes a paragraph describing your training for the proposed work. 3) A detailed plan of study. [The text of this plan of study must be no longer than five pages including tables and figures, but not including references. Applications that include proposals exceeding the 5-page limit will not be considered. The text of this proposal should be single-spaced and printed in a regular sized font (10 cpi or 12 point). Suggestions for preparing this plan of study are provided below.] 4) Two letters of recommendation, one of which is from your supervisor or thesis advisor. We recommend that your supervisor's letter also address your eligibility based on candidacy. 5) Graduate school transcripts showing courses taken, grades received, student Social Security number and Student ID number. Photocopies are acceptable if signed by your supervisor, but at least one must be an official transcript obtained from your institution's Registrar.
Your plan of study should include the following: 1) a 200-or 250-word Abstract; 2) an Introduction that explains what you want to do and why it is interesting or important; 3) a Methods section that convinces the reader that the project is feasible and describes how the study will be conducted; and 4) a Discussion section that explains preliminary results of your study (if any) and their significance. Be concise. Use section headings and double spacing between paragraphs to make your proposal easier to read.
To apply: Send one copy of your completed application, including all items listed above, in electronic format and preferably as a single pdf file, to the Chair of the Student Awards Committee. Confidential letters of reference and transcripts that are not available electronically should be sent, in quadruplicate by regular mail to the Chair of the Student Awards Committee.
Note:
The Chair will appoint an ad hoc member to replace any Committee member who has a student applying for a fellowship or who otherwise feels a conflict of interest. The successful applicants will be notified upon selection (usually within four weeks of the closing date for nominations) so that they may plan to attend the awards presentation at the annual meeting. Those applicants not notified within this time were not selected as awardees, but all applicants will be notified of their status. The stipends are awarded following confirmation that the applicants meet the requirements for eligibility. 
Mentor Student Travel Awards
Application deadline: February 15 th
Requirements: Applicants (1) must be MSA student members or past student members who have been awarded the degree within one year of the annual meeting and (2) must be presenting a paper or poster at the meeting. Previous recipients may apply again; if applicant numbers are higher than the number of awards available, preference will be given to those who have won the award less than two times. Documents required (four copies): 1) A cover letter requesting consideration for an MSA Mentor Student Travel Award. Provide telephone number and, if available, fax and email addresses, and include information on any past Mentor Travel Award(s). If matching funds are available from the applicant's institution, provide an address the committee can use to officially verify the receipt of an award. 2) Abstract of paper or poster (note which). 3) Curriculum vita. 4) A one page description of the research project including an explanation of how this award will further the applicant's research/study. 5) A letter of support from the applicant's major professor addressing the student's abilities and potential and briefly summarizing the student's current research. To assist the judging committee in making Mentor "assignments" to award winners, inclusion of comments regarding which Mentor(s) would be most appropriate for the student are welcome but not required. 
MSA BUSINESS
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Martin-Baker Award
The award honors two respected teachers of mycology, both of whom had long and distinguished careers in mycology, and both of whom have faithfully served the Mycological Society of America in several capacities.
George W. Martin (b. 1886 Martin (b. -d. 1971 Mycologia (1950 Mycologia ( -1957 , and was among the initial group honored by the Botanical Society of America with a Certificate of Merit (1956) . In 1970 he received the Henry Allan Gleason Award from the New York Botanic Garden. Dr. Martin's infectious enthusiasm in teaching and research inspired students and colleagues alike. Of the 47 or more students who have received graduate degrees under his direction, at least 30 have achieved their doctorates. As his students will undoubtedly attest, Dr. Martin was a scholar who remained a man of learning, generosity, culture and a good friend. The Award: As an underlying philosophy, the initiators of this fund would give preference to 1) support for good research by an individual in a small department, who, because of heavy teaching schedules, may find it difficult to attract major grant support 2) a recent (within the past five years) PhD mycologist and 3) research in areas of expertise related to the works of Drs. Martin and Baker and which includes a field component.
Grants should not be given for indirect costs, but should be applied directly to research needs. Funds are not to be awarded for travel to meetings, although research related travel may be supported, for adequately justified. This award is made directly to the individual and is not an institutional award. Apply to: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format, to the Chair of the MSA Research Awards Committee. A CD with the PDF file and a hard copy of the application would be appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems with the electronic file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files have been received in working order by the Chair.
Clark T. Rogerson Student Research Award
The purpose of this award shall be to support student travel to herbaria and/or field sites to conduct research. Grants are available to undergraduate or graduate students who are members of the Mycological Society of America.
Award Amount: $1000.
Application deadline: February 15 th
Documents required:
(1) Cover letter.
(2) Curriculum vitae. (3) A description not to exceed three single-spaced pages of the research project, including an explanation of how this award will further the applicant's research. A letter of support from the applicant's major professor or mentor addressing the student's abilities and potential and briefly summarizing the student's research and the appropriateness of the award.
To apply: Send all of the items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in electronic format to the Chair of the Research Awards Committee. Confidential letters of reference may be submitted separately and directly from the referee to the Chair. A CD with the PDF file and a hard copy of the application would be appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems with the electronic file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files have been received in working order by the Chair.
Forest Fungal Ecology Research Award
This award supports ecological studies of fungal interactions in old growth forests or other unique or endangered ecosystems.
Award Amount: $1000, approximately. Proposals should address innovative approaches to examining fungal systems or interactions of individuals, or groups of fungi, with hosts or substrates in old growth forest or other sensitive ecosystems. Floristic and systematic studies will not be considered.
Eligibility: Applicants must be students working on their Masters or Ph.D. degrees or be recent recipients of a Ph.D. Honors theses for BA/BS degree students may be considered.
Documents required:
(1) Cover letter (2) Proposal of not more than 6 single-spaced pages that includes the rationale for the study and the hypotheses to be tested, a detailed description of the site to be studied, methodologies to be used, description of the study design, including specifics on the time line to complete the proposal (generally one year), and a plan for dissemination of results. (3) A letter of support from the major professor. (4) Copy of the permit or letter requesting a permit if it is needed to work in a sensitive site.
Application deadline: February 15 th
To apply: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format to the Chair of the Research Awards Committee. Confidential letters of reference may be submitted separately and directly from the referee to the Chair. A CD with the PDF file and a hard copy of the application would be appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems with the electronic file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files have been received in working order by the Chair.
Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Research Award
Guidelines for applications for support from the Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Research Fund Purpose -The primary purpose of the fund shall be to encourage the study of specimens of macrofungi , fleshy Basidiomycetes and Ascomycetes, collected by Alexander H. Smith and his associates. These collections, and materials relating to them, are currently deposited at the University of Michigan Herbarium. The Fund will distribute grants-inaid to coverall or a significant part of the expense of visiting the Herbarium and working with the collections and materials relating to them. Award Amount: approximately $1000
Criteria for Awarding Grants -Grants may be made available to members of the Mycological Society of America who are working actively on the taxonomy or floristics of the fleshy fungi, with the main emphasis on supporting high quality research. Professional and trained "amateur" (i.e. para-professional) mycologists are eligible and are encouraged to submit proposals. The individual should be at a point in their studies where having full access to Alex's material would advance the applicant's work. These grants are not intended for preliminary studies of possible lines of investigations. Documents required -1) a proposal indicating how the study of Alex's specimens and manuscripts would advance the applicant's work, 2) an estimated budget to cover all or part of the anticipated expenses (e.g. travel, per diem, copying, etc.) and 3) a current curriculum vitae. Recipients will be chosen by an awards committee designated by the President of the Mycological Society of America. In addition, the agreement of the Director of the University of Michigan Herbarium (or its successor as custodian for Alex's specimens and materials relating to them) to have the potential recipient(s) work there must be obtained before the grant is awarded. In the event there are no suitable applications requesting the utilization of Alex's collections for floristic or monographic studies, the Awards Committee, at its discretion, may award grants to support field work on the fleshy fungi of North America, or for other types of studies on the fleshy macrofungi of North America. If support for a field project is awarded to an applicant, duplicate/representative collections resulting form the field work are to be deposited at the University of Michigan Herbarium. Prior arrangement should be made with the Director of the Herbarium. Recipients of these grants-inaid are asked to provide the University of Michigan Herbarium with copies of any publications that result from this support. A summary of activity should be forwarded to the Awards Committee in a timely manner. In compliance with Internal Revenue Service Regulations, the grant recipient must submit all original receipts of expenditures of grant funds to the Treasurer of the MSA. The receipt of documented expenditures by the Treasurer may be necessary before complete funding of the proposal will be made.
Application deadline: February 15 th
To apply: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format to the Chair of the Research Awards Committee. A CD with the PDF file and a hard copy of the application would be appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems with the electronic file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files have been received in working order by the Chair.
MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA CALL for NOMINATIONS for COUNCIL • FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR THE MSA MEMBERSHIP WILL ELECT SIX NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS INCLUD-ING VICE PRESIDENT, TREASURER AND FOUR COUNCILORS. • PLEASE CONTRIBUTE BY NOMINATING A COLLEAGUE FOR ANY OR ALL OF THESE POSITIONS (LISTED BELOW) AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
The candidate for each office who receives the greatest number of nominations from the membership will be contacted and, if willing to stand, placed on the spring ballot along with a candidate selected by the MSA Nominating Committee. The spring ballot will be made available to all members at least three months prior to the society annual meeting to be held at Louisiana State University from August 4-9, 2007, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, USA.
These nominations and elections are important to the Society, and you are strongly encouraged to participate.
Refer to the MSA home page at www.msafungi.org for a list of past and present Councilors and Officers. Email: rhalling@nybg.org TRTC is one of the largest Fungarium in North America. It houses about half a million fungal specimens including about 1,000 types. While the vast majority of the collections have still to be electronically databased, a first searchable web site was created in November 2006 at bbc.botany .utoronto.ca/ROM/TRTCFungarium/home.php. Search results display specimen images, drawings, field notes and DNA sequences when available, and are linked to Google images, the Index of Fungi, and the NCBI sequence database. In future developments we plan to also link specimens to phylogenetic trees and geographic maps. TRTC data will eventually be integrated to the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) and possibly also cross-referenced to other fungal and biodiversity databases. The web site also presents the history of the collection and gives instruction for loans, exchange, and submission of material.
Officers
VICE-PRESIDENT TREASURER
TRTC was founded at the University of Toronto around 1887 to host the cryptogamic collections of William Hincks, then professor of Natural History. It then went under the successive direction of Drs. Joseph H. Faull (1902 -1928 , H.S. Jackson (1928 -1952 ), Roy F. Cain (1952 -1974 , John C. Krug (1974 Krug ( -2002 , and now Jean-Marc Moncalvo. In June 1996, the responsibility of the collection was transferred to the Royal Ontario Museum (ROM). Following this transfer, TRTC was restricted to Fungi. Mosses and liverworts were integrated to the ROM Vascular Plant Herbarium while algae remained with the University of Toronto Culture Collection.
The TRTC Fungarium is richest in North American material but has a worldwide representation. It holds many 
Fernando Earns Lifetime Achievement Award
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The Cornell Mushroom Blog is a new magazine-like website about fungi. Our articles are written mostly by an assortment of Cornell faculty, staff, and students. Last Fall, students in my classes submitted illustrated articles for course credit. Their stories cover fairy rings, medicinal fungi, the frog chytrid, Pilobolus as a lungworm vector, lichen dyeing, and other topics. You'll also find the memoir of a local survivor of Amanita bisporigera poisoning, a number of time lapse videos and interactive quicktime objects, and a series of articles from our correspondent, the Friday Afternoon Mycologist. We're aiming for an "interested amateur" audience, but you might like it too. We plan to continue adding to the site, although winter post frequency may dip -it's too snowy around here for mushrooms.
Please visit, and leave us some comments at the blog. The volume (xii + 525 pp) furnishes a correct summary of each included book, not only the mundane enumeration of pages, correct title, year of publication, publisher and other citational niceties, but also in many cases some notes (in German) on method of printing, type of illustrations (i.e. woodcut, lithograph, hand colored engraving, etc.) and, in Volbracht's experience, relative rarity of the publication (Volbracht also runs a mycological antiquarian bookseller's business under the same name (MykoLibri) at the same address, with periodic catalogs of sale items, often quite rare.
In an English introduction (the bound introduction is German, but for English-speaking buyers, the English translation is included loose), Volbracht writes: "Casual mushroom collectors, starting out with field guides, sometimes become nature lovers and bibliophiles. I belong to this category." Indeed, from items 1 (Charles Abbot, Flora Bedfordiensis) to item 2297 (Zukal, Hugo. Vorläufige Mitteilung… Penicillium crustosum…) hardly a stone is left unturned in listing not only standard, foundational works, but lesser-known publications and popular mushroom books in all languages and reprints of larger papers, often in obscure journals.
Occasionally, such coverage is spotty. The works of E.J.H. Corner, for instance, include reprints of several journal papers but of his larger works (cantharelloid fungi, Trogia, marasmioid fungi, boletes, etc.), only the volumes on clavarioid fungi are included. The many reports of the State Botanist of New York by Charles Horton Peck are listed only by the date and report number appearing on the title page, not by their actual first dated appearance (but to offset this, a quarter-page reproduction of the cover of one of the reports is furnished, and a full-page color reproduction from his 1898 report also appears).
Illustrations, all in full and well-reproduced color, abound. I count 94 full-page reproductions from works by Bulliard, William Curtis, Fries, Holmskjold, Konrad, Micheli, Persoon (including a sample of handwriting) and J.C. Schäffer. The number of smaller full-color reproductions must be ten times this, and a listing of all illustrations appears at the end of the text.
Volbracht walks us through time with numerous tabular chronological lists of mycological works from past epochs (i.e. Pliny to Linnaeus; Linnaeus to Fries), various countries and regions (i.e. Germany, England, France, Scandinavia), popular mushrooms books and cookbooks, and publications about truffles, poisonous and hallucinogenic fungi.
The bibliography comes in three versions, all still available at this writing (November, 2006) : 1) regular version, with everything mentioned above, at 140 Euros plus postage; 2) special version, everything above plus a tipped-in plate from either Bulliard or Schäffer (mine is of Fistulina from Bulliard), at 220 Euros plus postage; and 3) deluxe version, everything above, plus cloth-bound protective box and 22 mounted plates from classic mycological works in a separate folio, at 540 Euros plus postage. The volume itself is printed on archival, slick paper and securely bound.
This volume is not for the journeyman mycologist, but it should grace the shelf of (to paraphrase) those mushroom collectors who have become bibliophiles, and especially those institutions which advertise a mycology program as part of their strengths. Leafing through this bibliography is like strolling through a sumptuous compilation of illuminated herbals. It elicits a wonder at the shared past of our discipline and intrepid workers on whose shoulders we stand. 
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